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1 1 . (cont'd) Applicant's argument with regard to claim 1 , where "the Examiner 
has provided no reason as to why this combination teaches or fairly suggests the 
provision of a second aperture" is not persuasive. As is clearly stated in the action on 
page 5, the reason to combine is taken from the Frantz reference, where the second 
radial aperture is used, "in order to provide a conduit between the outlet line and the 
upper chamber through which any air in the outlet line is bled quickly (Col. 3, Lns. 24- 
30). Furthermore, applicant argues that there is no disclosure of a valve piston sliding 
guide in the Frantz reference, to which the examiner points out that the Kobow 
reference teaches this component as reference numeral 13. 

Applicant's argument with respect to claims 7 and 22, where "the shoulder is not 
a flange" is not persuasive, in that the flange of Dettmers is a flange in the broadest 
reasonable interpretation, where the flange of Dettmers is a projecting edge in as much 
as applicant's device is depicted. 

Regarding claim 22 specifically, it is noted that applicant presented specific 
amendments to claim 22 and improperly identified the claim as "Previously Presented". 
Applicant is reminded of the proper procedure 37 CFR 1 .121 in making amendments to 
claims. For the purpose of this action only, the improper claim status identifier 
"Previously Presented" will be overlooked. Failure to follow the procedures set forth in 
37 CFR1 .121 for future amendments will result in a non-compliant action and thus 
unnecessarily further prosecution. 
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Any inquiry concerning tliis communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Craig Price whose telephone number is (571 )272-2712. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 7AM - 5:30PM Mon-Thurs, Increased flex 
time. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robin Evans can be reached on (571 ) 272-4777. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

CP 19 May 2009 /John Rivell/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3753 

/C. P./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3753 



